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I had never been to Ireland, so when my wife suggested we spend a few days in Cork to celebrate my birthday I was delighted. Located in the South East of the island, Cork is the second largest city peppered with a collection of high-end restaurants and bijoux boutiques. Its ‘Capital of Culture’ status, an accolade held by the city in 2005, beamed out from the narrow alleys and impressive Georgian architecture. Old and new meet in this city, with stylish restaurants and modern stores fusing with the historical buildings and monuments.

We stayed at the five-star Hayfield Manor, a stunning country house set in lush grounds. The service was impeccable from the second we arrived. The concierge, dressed in a charming morning suite complete with top hat, unloaded our bags and took them inside where fresh flowers scented the reception area. We were led up a winding mahogany staircase to our room, which was beautifully designed with muted neutrals, honey-colored furnishings and charismatic antiques. Exquisite fabrics adorned both the king-size bed and curtains which framed the large windows. There was an attractive mezzanine level in the room, which served as a great place to relax in the tranquil atmosphere. I was impressed by the warmth of the cosy bathroom, which had two showers, a spacious bath and multitude of Elemis products. Thankfully, the room was equipped with all the mod-cons, including a large flat screen television and Wi-Fi link up, our room provide everything needed for a relaxing, enjoyable stay. From our large windows we could see the beautiful walled gardens, intricately landscaped into the shape of a Celtic cross, and people lounging on the garden furniture dotted amongst the mature greenery.
In the evening, we ate at Hayfield Manor’s fine dining restaurant, Orchids, where Head Chef Graeme Campbell has created a menu that showcases contemporary Irish cuisine using fresh ingredients. We were greeted by Restaurant Manager Martin and shown to our table set in an airy corner overlooking the walled garden. As we perused the menu, we admired the beautifully lit oriental décor. Large screens, decorated with silhouettes of dark flowers and hung from the impressively high ceiling, and palatial white columns contributed to the regal atmosphere. Having enjoyed our meals of Tipperary beef and seared fillet of halibut, we decided to return to the restaurant for breakfast the following morning. Sure enough, we tucked into the most delicious Irish breakfast. The menu was extensive, including a further choice from the cold breakfast buffet of fresh meats, cheeses and fruits.
After breakfast we explored the manor house. The library and drawing room were particular features, both opening out to the gardens beyond. As we strolled around we were made to feel at home, the staff chatting to us about the house and explaining the different areas.

Following this, we made our way to Perrotts Garden Bistro, an alternative dining experience within Hayfield Manor. We ordered drinks from John, a friendly bar associate with whom I enjoyed an in-depth chat about John Lennon while my wife sipped her wine and read the paper. Perrotts is a large conservatory built on the front side of the manor house; a fresh space decorated with appropriate green hues that complement the views of the garden below.

The following day I booked in for a message at the hotel spa. After a brief tour through the luxurious treatment rooms, I enjoyed an hour-long Swedish body massage (90euros). Sufficiently relaxed, I stretched out in the pool area on a sun lounger and unwound before taking a dip.
Although we booked to stay for two nights at Hayfield Manor, we ended up staying for a further two, taking the opportunity to explore Cork and the beautiful surrounding countryside. Hayfield Manor is a five-star stay from start to finish, every aspect of the hotel is decadent, relaxed and luxurious. We are already planning our next visit.

